In a man’s letters you know, Madam, his soul lies naked, his letters are only the mirror of his breast, whatever passes within him is shown undisguised in its natural process. Nothing is inverted, nothing distorted, you see systems in their elements, you discover actions in their motives. ----Samuel Johnson (1709–84), English author, lexicographer

Letters are above all useful as a means of expressing the ideal self; and no other method of communication is quite so good for this purpose. … In letters we can reform without practice, beg without humiliation, snip and shape embarrassing experiences to the measure of our own desires. …  -----Elizabeth Hardwick (b. 1916), U.S. author, critic. 
Politeness is as much concerned in answering letters within a reasonable time, as it is in returning a bow, immediately.  ----Lord Chesterfield (1694–1773), English statesman,
Sir, more than kisses, letters mingle souls.
For, thus friends absent speak.      -----John Donne (c. 1572–1631), English poet.
